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BIDEN’S NEW 
COVID TRAVEL 

PROCLAMATION

 Issued October 25, 2021

 Revokes ALL prior Covid-related travel bans!
 China, Brazil, India, Iran, South Africa, Ireland, the 

United Kingdom, and the Schengen Area

 Creates new travel rules effective November 8, 
2021



LAND AND 
FERRY BORDERS

 Fully vaccinated:
 Non-essential travel permitted as of November 8, 

2021. 

 Unvaccinated:
 Essential travel allowed until January 21, 2022, 

when vaccine requirement imposed for all 
travelers.



AIR: NEW 
REQUIREMENTS

 Proof of vaccination

 Negative Covid tests



AIR:
NO VACCINATION 

NEEDED

 U.S. citizens and nationals

 Green card holders

 Children under 18

 Citizens of countries where <10% of the 
population is vaccinated, and who seek entry 
pursuant to a nonimmigrant visa (not including 
B-1/B-2 travelers

 Crew members

 U.S. military and their family

 Humanitarian need, diplomats, UN invitees

 Those for whom approved COVID-19 
vaccination is medically contraindicated as 
determined by a licensed physician

 Other exceptions



AIR: MOST 
NONIMMIGRANTS

 Must be fully vaccinated (i.e., >2 weeks after 
receiving full dosage)

 Acceptable vaccines:
 Janssen/Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer-BioNTech, 

Moderna, AstraZeneca, Covishield, 
BIBP/Sinopharm, and Sinovac

 List is growing – approved by WHO or FDA



PROOF OF 
VACCINATION

 Verifiable digital or paper records: vaccination 
certificates or digital passes accessible via QR 
code (such as the UK NHS COVID Pass and the 
European Union Digital COVID Certificate)

 Non-verifiable paper records: issued by a 
national or subnational level agency or by an 
authorized vaccine provider (such as the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) vaccination card)

 Non-verifiable digital records: Digital photos of 
vaccination card or record, or a downloaded 
record or vaccination certificate from an official 
source (e.g., public health agency, government 
agency, or other authorized vaccine provider), 
or a record shown on a mobile phone app 
without a QR code

CONFIRM WITH AIRLINE IF TRANSLATION NEEDED



AIR: NEGATIVE 
COVID TEST

 All Travelers over age 2: MUST HAVE A NEGATIVE 
COVID-19 TEST PRIOR TO BOARDING A FLIGHT 
TO U.S.
 Fully Vaccinated: test < 3 days before flight
 Includes unvaccinated child < 18 traveling w/ 

vaccinated adult
 Not fully vaccinated: test < 1 day before flight
 Had Covid <90 days ago:  
 proof of recovery + 
 letter from doctor or public health official

 Both nucleic acid amplification tests (NAATs), 
such as a PCR test, and antigen tests qualify



AIR: 
UNVACCINATED 

TRAVELERS

 Must wear mask during travel

 Must ATTEST that:
 You will be tested 3-5 days after arrival in the U.S.
 You will self-quarantine for a full seven days; AND
 You will self-isolate if the post-arrival test is 

positive or if you develop COVID-19 symptoms

 If plan to be in U.S. > 60 days, must ATTEST: 
 Agree to be vaccinated; AND 
 Have arranged for vaccination within 60 days of 

arriving in the U.S. (unless eligible for an 
exemption)



AIR: 
UNVACCINATED 

TRAVELERS

 Exemptions:
 Brief stay
 Age-inappropriate;
 Participated or is participating in certain clinical 

trials;
 Has previously received a COVID-19 vaccine that is 

authorized or approved by the noncitizen's country 
of nationality, as determined by the Director of the 
CDC, in consultation with the Secretary of State; or

 Director of the CDC otherwise determines that 
COVID-19 vaccination is not warranted.



THANK YOU!
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